CHAPTER XX
IMPERIAL INDIA AND DELHI

IMPERIAL INDIA

THERE have only been two Empires in India during the
Christian era, for even mighty Harsha in the seventh ecntury
could not pretend to more than Northern India. Those two
Indias are conspicuously foreign; the first, the great Turkish
Empire of the Moguls, was doubly so, lor as well as being
foreign, it was Turkish, that is to say, it was entirely foreign
in its psychological make-up, to either Aryan or non-Aryan
India. Not that Turkish psychology or Turkish rule was
anything new, for India, quarrelling feckless India, which
Brahmins could bully but never bind, had been in Turkish
hands in a yearly increasing degree. Increasing since
Mahmud of Ghuzni, that Sultan Mahmud Gharjiavi as the epic
runs, brought his fierce Moslems and pagans out of the
tumbled Mountains of Solomon from the uplands of Ciur/ui
over the mighty Indus into the plains of the Punjab and
the Ganges, as already outlined in Chapter I. Mahmud
of Ghuzni was the son of a Turkish slave, Sabaktagin, son of
Alptagin, and tagin is the 'Slave' appellation, and is much,
as that of 'Mameluke'. More and more did the Turks spread
their rule, and all the way from the time of Mahmud of Ghuxni
till the other great Empire arose, the rulers of the major
portion of India were Turks or Tartars, people of the
mysterious cMongol fold', and of that strange, savage, ruth-
less psychology we see so strongly marked in our time in
that of the 'Grey Wolf. This last Turkish Kmpire ceased to
be great when Aurung/cbe Alamgir died in the reign of Anne
and the British Empire arose, by that strange series of chances